
 

 

*champagne poured on entrance* 
 
Officiant:  Welcome everyone.  Before we get started, Keith and Brogan would like to thank their 
parents for the unconditional love, support, and guidance you have always shown them.  They also want 
to thank their siblings:  Haley, Lauralyn and Cristina, who were their first best friends and have taught 
them so much about love and friendship.  They thank you for your support throughout their relationship 
and look forward to a long life shared with you. 
We would also like to acknowledge those who could not be here today –Keiths grandpa Jack and 
Brogan’s grandparents Glenn Timm , Marge Keen, and Darlene Theilig, as well as her uncle George Flory, 
who are all are here in spirit.  We think of them now and can feel their presence here with us today.   
* pause – moment of silence * 
  

Today is a celebration. A celebration of love, of commitment, of friendship, of family, and of two people 
who are in it for forever. 
You don't have to have a ceremony to have a marriage. And when you think about it, the whole thing is 
kind of weird, right? You're standing on a stage, looking fancy, holding flowers, and being stared at by 
pretty much everyone who has meant anything to you in the past twenty-something years.  
So why do we do it?   The marriage ceremony has been an important feature across nearly every 
culture, religion, generation, and society. We have thousands of important moments that happen 
throughout our lives, but this one is regarded as one so critical, we acknowledge its special status by 
sharing it with others. Why this moment? 
We do it because despite all of our differences, love is what we all share. It's the great unifier — our one 
universal truth. That no matter who we are, where we've come from, what we believe, we know this 
one thing: love is what we're doing right. That's why you both are standing here. That's why you all are 
here to watch them stand up here. We have all loved in our lifetimes, and in this moment, we're 
reminded that the ability to love is the very best part of our humanity. 
“I love you.” 
It’s one of the most sought after phrases in the world. The things people will do to hear someone say, “I 
love you” have surprised us in countless stories, movies and songs. The things people will do for 
someone who loves them are equally as astounding. 
Why do we love hearing, “I love you” so much? Maybe it’s the promise of holding a place in someone’s 
heart, or the awakening knowledge of a new significance you hold in someone’s life. Often it’s the 
phrase expressed before a relationship takes its next step, the expression that one is loved for all their 
silly quirks, for their looks, for their heart, or for who they are (the good, the bad, and the imperfection). 
People thrive off that idea, that they are enough, that they are someone’s everything. 
We love to be loved. 
So why then, is love such a complicated thing? Why do people who say they love each other split? Why 
do marriages end? Why are love songs sometimes sad? Why do broken hearts exist? How can a person 
who was once your everything, become a stranger, or even an enemy? 
We believe in love. We believe in its strength and significance in relationships. But we have also learned 
that love isn’t always enough. You need more than love to make a marriage work. Love starts many 
great romances, but love alone won’t make a marriage last forever. 
There are six things that are as important, and possibly more important than love alone, which Keith and 
Brogan are committing to in this moment and every day for the rest of their lives.  
First is Forgiveness.  Forgiveness for all the things you have done, or will do, that may hurt one another 
from time to time.  Forgiveness for things you may say when they’re hungry or tired after a long day at 
work.  Forgiveness for the big mistakes and the small ones.  Forgiveness for each other’s imperfections 
and acknowledgement that neither of you are perfect, but are perfect for each other.  



 

 

Second is Sacrifice.  To sacrifice your time for one another and be selfless in caring for each other in 
times of need. To be one’s strength when the other is weak.  
Third is Respect.  To respect one another for exactly who each of you are as individuals because you 
deserve each other’s respect.  To respect each other’s opinions and consider each other’s feelings, even 
when those opinions differ from one another.  
Fourth is to support one another.  To support the other’s thoughts, hopes, dreams, and desires and to 
do everything in your power to help the other achieve everything they dream of.  To always have each 
other’s back.  To always make sure the other has what they need physically, emotionally, spiritually, and 
mentally, and to lift each other up when one falls. 
Fifth is to protect one another.  To protect each other’s heart from pain and to treasure and shield each 
other from harm.  To make sure your partner always feels safe with you. 
The sixth is to be completely committed to one another.  To commit to staying, even if you feel like 
giving up.  To work at your marriage every single day and make it a priority in your lives.  Today you are 
committing to forever together.  
 
Before Brogan and Keith exchange their vows, we should recognize that they are not exchanging them in 
a void.  All of us here represent the many facets of their lives gathered together in this one shared 
moment.  We are not just witnesses to their promises today, but willing participants in their lives 
together, both before and after their marriage vows. 
 
Each of you, by your presence here today, is being called upon to support Keith and Brogan in loving one 
another – to help lift them up when life is hard, to remind them during difficult times of the vows made 
on this day, and to celebrate with them when life is joyful. 
In this spirit, Keith and Brogan ask of you all now, “Will you support their marriage and partnership, as 
you have throughout their lives thus far?”  If so, please answer “yes”. 
 
*Pause* 

 
Guests: yes! (hopefully) 
 
Officiant:  Keith and Brogan, having considered all that love and marriage entail, I ask that you now 
make your personal vows to each other.  
Keith:  Reads Vows 
*Get ring from Seth where vows instruct, place ring on brogans finger and read ring exchange * 
Keith:  With this ring, I Keith, take you Brogan to be my wife, my friend, my lover, 
, my companion in life, my enabler in trouble and my poster of bail.  I will love you unconditionally, 
support you in your goals, honor and respect you all the days of our lives. 
Brogan: Reads Vows 
Brogan: *Gets ring, place on Keith  and read ring exchange* 
Brogan:  With this ring,  I Brogan take you, Keith to be my husband, my friend, my lover, my tormentor, 
my 
companion in life and my instigator in trouble. 
I will love you unconditionally, support you in your goals, honor and respect you, without TOO 
much sass. 
 
Officiant:  Keith and Brogan, these rings that you have exchanged are a symbol of your partnership and 
evidence that you are never alone, but carry each other with you in everything you do. 



 

 

You have begun your marriage here today in speaking these vows in front of your family and friends, 
and you will continue to live it in the days and years to come, standing by each other, sharing all the 
sweet and the bitter of life.  We recognize and respect these vows you have made here this day, before 
each one of us as a witness.   
Therefore, by the power invested in me by the state of Minnesota, and by the Internet 
 *pause for comedic effect cause that shit is funny*  
 It is my great pleasure to pronounce you husband and wife!  Keith, you may kiss the bride. 
 
 
I hope I haven't talked so long that people finished their drinks, because this is a celebration, and every 
celebration needs a toast.  To Keith and Brogan! 
*cheers and hopefully finish some champagne* 
 

 
 


